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IV	
  The	
  Road	
  to	
  Repression	
  
Overview	
  of	
  Argentine	
  History	
  from	
  1930	
  to	
  1983	
  

 
Essential	
  Questions	
  

Ø Is	
  history	
  objective?	
  
Ø What	
  divides	
  a	
  nation?	
  
Ø Do	
  ideals	
  survive	
  catastrophe?	
  

A. Imagining	
  Argentina,	
  by	
  Lawrence	
  Thornton,	
  is	
  a	
  literary	
  work	
  set	
  in	
  Argentina	
  during	
  the	
  Dirty	
  War.	
  Joyce	
  Moss	
  and	
  
George	
  Wilson	
  provide	
  the	
  historical	
  context	
  to	
  the	
  novel	
  in	
  Literature	
  and	
  Its	
  Times.	
  Read	
  pages	
  208-­‐213	
  for	
  background	
  
information	
  on	
  Argentina	
  from	
  1930-­‐1983	
  and	
  organize	
  your	
  notes	
  below,	
  identifying	
  the	
  key	
  points	
  in	
  each	
  section.	
  

B. Watch	
  the	
  trailer	
  to	
  the	
  movie	
  starring	
  Antonio	
  Banderas,	
  Ruben	
  Blades	
  and	
  Emma	
  Thompson.	
  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H66OyzElYfM	
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7. Personal	
  reflection	
  on	
  the	
  reading.	
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Imagining
\ Argentina

It is both an escape from a painful reality of un-
certainty as well as a window into the truth. It
enables him to sense true stories that otherwise
might never be heard.

Although Carlos is used to writing fictional
plays for children, he discovers after his wife's
disappearance that to help his community and
himself, he must also start dealing in facts—the
facts that have been distorted by Argentina's
military government. Through his imagination,
Carlos gains access not only to information
about the desaparecidos, but to the feeling of
power that comes from knowing things for cer-
tain—a rare feeling during the fearful and un-
predictable era of the dirty war. In Imagining Ar-
gentina, Carlos shows that imagination is not
just the tool of an artist, but a necessity for sur-
viving these times. "We have to believe in the
power of imagination," Carlos says, "because it
is all we have, and ours is stronger than theirs
[the generals']" (Imagining Argentina, p. 65). In
a country ruled by terror, suspicion, and lies,
imagination ends up being a powerful weapon
for self-defense.

Sources. Lawrence Thornton had never been to
Argentina when he began writing his first novel.
He had been following the disturbing news re-
ports about Argentina's dirty war and was es-
pecially moved by a 60 Minutes television in-

terview with the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo
in the early 1980s. This interview prompted
him to think about the word "disappeared," and
his thoughts led to the writing of Imagining Ar-
gentina.

The novel borrows heavily from the real his-
tory of Argentina's dirty war. For example, Ce-
cilia works at a real Buenos Aires newspaper, La
Opinion, whose publisher, Jacobo Timmerman,
was abducted during the dirty war. Other details
from the novel are also taken straight from his-
tory: the green Ford Falcons used as getaway cars
during kidnappings were a common sight in Ar-
gentina at that time. Listed below are a few of
the most shocking events from the novel, events
that actually happened in Argentina between
1976 and 1983:

• Fifteen high school students are abducted
and tortured, most eventually killed, for
protesting high bus fares.

• A government spy, disguised as the mourning
brother of a desaparecido, infiltrates the
Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, planning the
abduction of some key members. In the novel,
the spy's plan is foiled by Carlos, who senses
his dishonesty. In reality, the plan succeeded.

• In the Naval Mechanics School and in other
facilities used for torture around the country,
innocent victims of a suspicious government,
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